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The service of large colored charts in the teaching of anatomy 
is widely recognized. Often, however, the value of these teaching 
adjuncts is much impaired, because of an unsatisfactory method 
of storing and handling the charts. In order that they may 
be of greatest service to the student and instructor, the charts 
should always be readily accessible and conveniently arranged; 
otherwise, they will seldom be utilized by the average busy 
medical student. 

The purpose of this paper is to describe a method of handling 
charts, which Dr. Wilmer Baker, now of Tulane University, 
and I devised, and which a three years’ experience has proved 
to be highly satisfactory. The method consists of employing 
frames made from some light wood and swung by hinges in rows 
along the wall (fig. 1). 

The structure of the frame can best be understood by referring 
to the detailed drawing (fig. 2). It is important to make the 
frame as light as possible and at the same time substantial and 
rigid. It must be throughly braced to prevent the outer end 
from sagging. It is likewise important to have the vari- 
ous parts firmly nailed or screwed together. Experience has 
shown that it is best to  fasten the two front strips, which serve 
to hold the ends of the charts in place, with small screws; or 
better still, to pass the screws through a small metal plate the 
width of the wooden strip. This renders them less liable to 
split or to become pried off during the removal and replacement 
of charts. The frame should be the same length as the chart 
and about one-half of an inch taller than the chart itself. 
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The actual construction of the frame is relatively simple in 
the hands of any good carpenter. To simplify matters and for 
the sake of uniformity, it is best to carefully and accurately 
cut all of the parts in a miter-box at the outset. Then the put- 
ting together of the frames is readily and easily accomplished. 

Fig. 1 Photograph showing the arrangement of the  charts along the wall. 
It a.lso shows the spacing between the charts and the  manner in which they can 
be  folded back. The taller frames are constructed in a manner similar t o  the 
longer ones, details of the latter being shown in figure 2. The first frame of each 
type shown in the tier has its front chart pulled out about 2 inches. (Charts 
here shown are made by Hoedt & Co.,  Philadelphia.) 

Special care must be taken in cutting and nailing in the brace. 
It must be cut as long as possible and placed as shown in figure 
2. It is important to thoroughly toe-nail it at both ends and on 
both sides, as well as to nail through the ends of the brace. 
Thoroughly seasoned lumber must be used if the frames are to 
stand up as they should. 
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The frames are best hung to  2 x 4 timbers bolted to the wall. 
These timbers should be so placed that the hinges will be as near 
as possible to the top and the bottom of the frame. A minimum 
stress is thusplaced upon the frame and hinges. The frames must 
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Fig. 2 Drawing showing sidc view of a frame. Thc broken lines show parts 
hidden from view. One half of hinge is shown, the other half bearing the post 
is fastened t o  the  wall. This position 
of brace offers the greatest possible strength. 

This shows the lower corner of the frame vicwed from in front. 
Note the two +-inch spaces for the charts, between which is a timber for the  
purpose of offering greater strength to  the frame. The two lateral strips should 
be  fastened with screws passed through a metal plate the length of the width 
of the strip. 

Detail B. This shows the upper rear corner viewed from above. Note timber 
( a )  which serves t o  offer rigidity and strength t o  the back of the frame; note 
also the  manner in  which the various parts serve t o  fasten the  corner together. 

Note the manner in which brace is placed. 

Detail A. 

be so placed that when they are swung toward the wall, the 
hinges will not be split off through the striking of the frame 
against the back part of its neighbor. 

It is essential to  use a hinge that has a long shank and one 
that is made in two parts, so that the frames can readily be re- 
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moved from their supports on the wall. With such a hinge the 
whole frame can be removed to another position and another 
readily put in its place, thus reducing to a minimum 
the handling of the charts themselves. Furthermore, when 
certain charts have served their purpose in a particular study, 
they can readily be removed for storage in the stock-room. 

The method here described pertains only to large stiff charts 
for use in the laboratory. For handling and storage of flexible 
wall charts for general use in the lecture-room and laboratory 
the reader is referred to  the method recently described by 
Reighard (Anat. Rec., vol. 19, pp. 39-46, 1920). 




